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T . BIOLOGICAL SuRvcy |
ENCOURAGEMENT IN BREZIDING FUR BEARING ANIMADS A aaann A .;J
E ow -
Washington, D. C. ' Up to the present tine ex-

periments in brecding fur bcarers have been carried on only with
minks and martens, At the two stations - Prichard, Idaho, and
the National Zcological Park - ninks have bred, and the healthy

- condition of the young animals promises succcsa. The stock of
martens was secured too late for the enimals to breed this sca-
son, In the coming ycar it is intcended to add raccoons,. skunks,
end poassibly foxes to the list of animals to be included in these

experiments.

During the spring an assistant visitcd New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island, and other poritions of the castcrn British Prov-
incos and New England for thc purposce of gtudying the metheds in
vogue in the region for rcaring fozes and other fur becarcrs. Data
on improved methods of raising foxes will soon be publighed, to
bring up to datc preliminary information furnished in 1908 in
Farmers' Bullctin 3E8, Silver Fox Farming.

Moleskins have bcen extensively uscd in this country during
the last few yecars in making fur garments, and practically gll cf
the -supply has been imported from Europe. In the belief that the
common mole of castern United States producees fur of cqual velue,
sking werce submittcd to professional furricrs, who astatsd that
the quality is superior %o thce foreign product. A roeport on the
cconomic status of the castorn specice was published during the
ycar. The mole inhabiting the northwestorn ccaet is larger than
the common castcrn species, and a number of these have been col-
lcoted in order to obtain a report on the gquadlity of the pelt. If
the texturce of the fur proves to ©e as gocd as that of the cast-
érn animal, thorc is no reason whv tireppers should not scourc &
good income by capturing thesc animale, as the arca they inhabit
is cxtensive. In many localitics an acrc of ground supporis as
many as a hundred individuals. If this littlc animal can be
profitably trapped for its fur the problem of freeing agricul-
tural areas from it will practically Dbe sclved,

- Investigationg inte the economic value of North American
skunks resulted in the publication of a Farmers! Bulletin on the
subject. It has been found that this animal is one of the most
useful of native mammals and a most efficient help to the farmer
and the orchardiat in their warfare against insect and rodens
pests. As a source of fur it is also a commercial asset, the
skins netting trappers about £3,000,000 annually. As the skunk
is valuable in itg activities as well ... g8 for its fur, ex-
periments in breeding the animals in captivity are recommended.

- (Extract from Annual Report of the Bureau of Biclogical Survey,
U. S. Department of Agriculture).
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